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Behind the Steele Star

Sheriff Lon Thiele
Chief Deputy Scott Hanson

Deputy of the Year

Congratulations to Deputy
Tony David for receiving
the 2020 Deputy of the

February Highlights

Year award from the Ex-
change Club! Tony was
nominated by Sheriff
Thiele. Tony has served
the Steele County Sheriff’s
Office since 1998. He has
been involved with civil
process, Take It to the
Box, DARE, Safety Camp and served on several committees. « Average events/hour: .5

« Busiest day of week: Satur-
day

« Busiest hour of day: 10pm
» Total # of events: 1,281

. Average events/day: 44

« Average traffic stops/hour:
21

« DWIs for the month: 4

Pictured above are Sheriff Lon Thiele, Deputy Tony David and
Bruce Kubicek- President of the Exchange Club.

' r- Welcome new « Permit to carry: 35
deputy « Permit to purchase: 12
Monday, March 2nd « Civil papers served: 125
marked the first day of

employment for new
deputy Jeff Gunther. He
comes to us with five
years of military experi-
ence as an MP with the
Army. He also was a
part time peace officer with the Waterville Police Department.
Welcome to the Sheriff’s Office Jeff!

Coronavirus Scam

Law enforcement agencies in Minnesota have received reports
of individuals knocking on doors claiming to be with the CDC.
They state that they need to walk through the house to check if
the Coronavirus is present. This is a scam! The CDC is not send-
ing people out into communities to check houses for the virus. If
you see anything suspicious report it to law enforcement.



Steele County Sheriff’s Office
New Special Deputies

Sheriff Thiele recently swore
in two new members to the
Sheriff’s Special Deputies
unit. Cole Broitzman (left)
and Andrew Souba (right)
are seen taking the official
oath. Congratulation and
welcome to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Near miss accidents

All to often law enforcement officers have been hit by motorists
while assisting at a crash scene or other incidents on the
roadway. That became the reality recently when one of our own
was hit by a motorist while at a crash scene. Luckily the deputy
only sustained minor injuries but it could have been much
worse. Now is a good time to
remind motorists to please
slow down for flashing lights
and move over. After all, itis a
State law- known as the Ted
Foss Move Over law, M.S.
169.18 Subd. 11, which states:

e When traveling on a road
with two or more lanes, drivers
must keep over one full lane away from stopped emergency
vehicles with flashing lights activated — ambulance, fire,
law enforcement, maintenance and construction vehicles.

o Failing to take these actions endangers personnel who pro-
vide critical and life-saving services. Fines can exceed $100.

Child Passenger Safety Seat award

The Steele County Sheriff’s Office has been awarded a grant
through the Minnesota Office of Traffic Safety to receive child
safety seats. We will be receiving several convertible, combina-
tion, high back and no back booster seats. Investigator Kari
Woltman, our child safety seat technician, will be working to
distribute these to families in need based on guidelines of the
grant agency. If you are in need of a child safety seat please
reach out to see if you qualify. You can call 507-444-3821 and
leave a message with your contact information.
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According to the latest preliminary
numbers from the Minnesota De-
partment of Public Safety (DPS)
Office of Traffic Safety, 364 people
lost their lives in 2019 crashes.

2020 Goal is to reduce traffic-
related deaths to 300 or fewer...

YTD FATAL COUNT UPDATE
2020 YTD compared to 2019
50 568

Pedestrians
10 11

Motorcyclists

0 0
Bicyclists
0 1


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=169.18
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=169.18
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Scam of the Week: Safeguard Your Personal Data
During the 2020 Census Season

It's that time again. Every 10 years, United States residents are re-
quired to respond to the Census survey. The primary purpose of
the census is to provide a count of every member of the U.S. popu-
lation.

By law, each household is required to complete the census survey.
From a cybercriminal’s perspective, this is a perfect opportunity
for their social engineering scams. Scammers might send emails
or other messages that appear to come from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, or they might even pose as official Census Bureau workers
and show up at your door!

This census season, keep the following tips in mind so you can
safeguard your household’s sensitive information:

e Ifyoureceive an email to complete the 2020 Census survey,
delete it! The U.S. Census Bureau will only send the official survey
notification by mail, or if your survey response is late, an official
Census Bureau worker may come to your home to ensure you
have received the census.

e Ifa Census Bureau worker visits your home, verify that they
are who they claim to be. A valid ID badge should have the work-
er’s photograph, a U.S. Department of Commerce watermark, and
an expiration date. If you're still unsure, call your Regional Census
Center and speak with a Census Bureau representative.

e Remember, the Census Bureau will never ask for the following:

your Social Security number, your bank account or credit card
numbers, anything on behalf of a political party, donations, or
money.

Stop, Look, Dandt Thenkool ed.
The KnowBe4 Security Team
KnowBed4. com

Steele County has seen its
first confirmed cases of
COVID-19. Ensure you and
your family stay healthy by
following the CDC guidelines:

e Stay home if you are sick
or not feeling well

e Wash your hands
properly (at least 20 sec-
onds with soap and wa-
ter) and often

e Use hand sanitizer (at
least 60% alcohol) as
needed or when soap
and water are not availa-
ble

e Avoid shaking hands
with others

e Take extra precautions if
you have an underlying
health condition

e Cough and sneeze into a
tissue or your arm/
sleeve

e Avoid touching your
eyes, mouth and nose as
much as possible

e Practice “social distanc-
ing” to maintain a six-
foot space around you to
the greatest extent pos-
sible
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Steele County Courthouse- Access Restricted

Steele County Sheriff’s Office

By order of Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele, effective March 23rd,
2020 at 0730 am, access to the Steele County Courthouse will be
restricted. The courthouse is not being closed.

Only essential staff, officers of the courts and people with sched-
uled court hearings will be allowed into the Steele County Court-
house. This would include employees of Court Administration,
Judges and staff, along with employees of the Steele County Sher-
iff's Office, Attorney’s Office, Steele County Probation (CCA), Steele
County Social Services, Public Health, attorneys, public defenders
and victim advocates.

No other members of the public will be allowed into the court-
house until deemed safe to do so by order of the Sheriff.

This is due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Staff in Court Administration can still assist you by phone- calling
507-444-7700 between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Steele County Sheriff Lon Thiele

Steele County Records Notice

Due to the COVID-19 virus there will be limited access to the Law
Enforcement Center lobby. Please use the telephone in the lobby
located inside the first set of glass doors. All non-mandated ser-
vices are discontinued.

The Steele County Records Department can be reached by the fol-
lowing methods:

Office phone at 507-444-3800
Fax: 507-444-0330

Email: Lecrecords@co.steele.mn.us

The Steele County Detention Center will also discontinue finger
printing until further notice.

Remember to check on your
neighbors, relatives and
friends that are vulnerable or
elderly. Make sure they have
the supplies they need to get
through this pandemic. Call
and talk to them, they need
human interaction too.

The Steele County Sheriff’s
Office is a 24 hour operation.
During this COVID-19 pan-
demic we will still be serving
the citizens of Steele County,
but we will be taking precau-
tions to limit physical interac-
tion in an event to keep our
deputies safe.
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