
Sergeants 
Brian Bennett with 

K-9 Chaos 
Todd Schwanke 
Bill Youngquist 

 
Investigators 

Troy Matejcek 
Gary Okins 

 
Deputies 

Milo Dahlin 
Chad Forystek 
Aaron Guzman 
Darrin Helget 

Jim Holton 
Tony Padilla 
Lee Robbins 

Greg Skillestad 
Mary Ulrich 

Brady Wolhart 
 

Civil  Process 
Tony David 

Jeanne Willmott 
 

Law Enforcement 
Center Records Staff 
Barbara Rupprecht, 

Lead 
Renee’ Babcock 
Dianne Johnson 

Sidni Larson 

If you would like to 
receive this 

publication directly to 
your e-mail account, 

or if you have any 
Questions/Comments 

 
Contact:  Karen Meier  

Sheriff’s Office 

204 East Pearl Street 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

507-444-3805 

 

karen.meier@ 

co.steele.mn.us 

 

 

County Website: 

CLICK HERE 

www.co.steele.mn.us 

Steele  County  Sheriff’s  Office 

Lon  Thiele,  Sheriff 
Scott Hanson,  Chief Deputy       Karen Meier,  Administrative Asst 
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SAFETY CAMP 
The Sheriff’s Office assisted 

with this two day event.  It in-

volved close to 150 third grad-

ers, educating them on water 

safety, fire hazards, seat belt 

safety, nutrition & much more. 

The Fire Dept. cooled everyone 

down with a splash from the hose. 

How much sugar is in your drink? 

A bag of goodies  
for everyone. 

A visit from 
Mayo one helicopter. 

A little fire hose competition. 

June 30, 2011 Volume 2, Issue 8 

http://www.co.steele.mn.us/


 

 

 
Detention  Center 

507-446-7000 
2500 Alexander St. 

Owatonna,  MN  55060 
Dan.Schember@ 
co.steele.mn.us 

 
 

Administrator 
Dan Schember 

 
 

Assistant  Admin. 
Pam Otto 

 
 

Programs 
Jennifer Pfeifer, Coor. 

Cindy Fowler 
Jessica Meyer 

 
 

Business  Manager 
Debra Lesmeister 

 
 

Sergeants 
Ron Hammann 

Justin Hebel 
Richelle Olson 

Paul Prissel 
Dick Wandrey 

 
 

Corporals 
Anthony Buttera 
Randy Hanson 
Joyce Prusha 

Troy Stockwell 
 
 

Corrections Officers 
Travis Ardolf 
Travis Avelar 
Mark Barrie 
Drew Bartelt 

Nathan Boysen 
Crystal Chappuis 

Steve Clark 
Elisha Degrego 

Chad Fisher 
Kristin Freese 
Steven Gjerald 
Dawn Grunklee 
Matthew Gwin 
Alicyn Hinze 
Luis Irizarry 
Shannon Jes 
Jason Krohn 

Al Kubat 
Adil Lebgue 
Jed Loftus 

Shari Luedtke 
Roderick Rees 
Richard Smith 
Shelley Thom 
Carl Wheeler 

 
 

Nursing 
Joyce Drake 
Leah Kent 

 
Records  Staff 

Nancy Gjerald, Lead 
Erin Edwards 
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FOURTH  OF  JULY 
We’d like to wish everyone a safe and happy week-

end.  If you are going to be enjoying some fire-

works in your backyard, please be extra cautious.  

The nature of fireworks makes them very unpre-

dictable.  And if you are one of the many to be hit-

ting the highways, we’d like to reiterate that this 

weekend is the most heavily traveled weekend of 

the year in Minnesota and with that comes the 

highest average of deaths from accidents.  Please 

allow yourself enough time to reach your destina-

tion, enough space to react to road hazards and other drivers and definitely do not 

drink and drive.  The State Patrol along with all law enforcement agencies will be out 

in full force this weekend, trying to put a stop to that high death average.  Also, you 

don’t really have to drive to far to have some fun, Blooming Prairie is again hosting 

their annual celebration and Owatonna will be lighting up our lives with their fantas-

tic fireworks display.  Enjoy. 

COMMUNITY  AWARENESS 
The Steele County Detention Center is 

displaying a very meaningful scene at the 

entrance to the facility.  It is meant as a 

public education piece.  The informa-

tional sign that is placed in front of a 

handicap parking spot sign reads, “Every 

45 seconds a drunk driver makes anoth-

er person eligible to park here”.  As you 

can see in the photo, there are also a 

couple kegs of beer and a couple wheel 

chairs.  The message is very clear and 

poignant.   We thought this to be very 

timely, with the holiday weekend coming 

up.  We encourage everyone to take the 

time to drive out there.   And we want 

to thank the staff at the Detention Cen-

ter for putting this together.   

MY   “SOMETHING  TO  PONDER”   FOR  YOU  
“THE  BIGGEST  RISK  IN  LIFE   . . .   IS  THE  ONE  YOU  DO  NOT  TAKE” 

STEELE COUNTY RESIDENTS, MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
The Night to Unite is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2nd.  Now is the time to start 

planning your event.  It is an excellent opportunity to meet your new neighbors and 

say hello again to your old friends who live next door.  The purpose of the event is to 

strengthen neighborhood camaraderie in an effort to reduce crime in our communi-

ties.  We would like the opportunity to visit with you at your gathering, so please no-

tify us if you are planning to participate. 
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Special Deputies 
Les Abraham, Coordinator 

507-398-3284 

 

Walt Barfknecht 

Charlie Berg 

Grant Brossard 

Chris Clark 

Matthew DeWees 

Jack Dillemuth 

Gene Fisher 

Jodi Francisco 

Christopher Gannon 

Kate Joenks 

Scott Jorgensen 

Jeff Kirchner 

Mark Kreutter 

Andrew Kubista 

Eugene Linse 

Dave Macht 

Randy Mahlman 

Rich Mueller 
Brandon Noble 

Ryan Pankratz 

Marty Rethemeier 

Sean Robbins 

Jason Roncali 

Paul Schneider 

LeRoy Schroeder 

Mark Schultz 

John Standke 

Thomas Stockwell 

John Sweet 

 

 

Mounted Posse  
Joe Schwering, Captain 

507-528-2423 

 

Ralph Behne 

Brian Berg 

Ed Berryman 

John Bowe 

Maralou Brose 

Jodie Briant 

Michelle Darrah 

Tine Donahue 

John Gerold 
Tim Hager 

Tom Hager 

Mike Haubenschild 

Dan Hedberg 

Darrin Helget 

William Hildebrandt 

Jake Jacobson 

Leon Kamrath 

Mike Keinz 

Mark Lang 

Monte Mowry 

Del Mullenbach 

Joyce Nelson 

Barrie & Dawn Peterson 

Lynn Pettis 

Ethel Quimby 

Gary Ringhofer 

Marilyn Schwering 

Tony Schwering 

Carl Ulrich 

Troy Utpadel 

Jennifer Waldriff 

BIKE  RODEO 

IS  EVERYONE  PUTTING 

INTO  PRACTICE  WHAT  

THEY  LEARNED ?  

PROPER  FITTING 

HELMETS  

OBSTACLE  COURSE  -

CONTROLLED  HANDLING 

OF  YOUR  BIKE  

LEARNING  HAND 

SIGNALS  

FREE  HELMETS 


