
Sergeants 
Brian Bennett with  
K-9 Partner Chaos  

Todd Schwanke  
Bill Youngquist  

 
Investigators  

Troy Matejcek  
Gary Okins  

 
Deputies  

Milo Dahlin  
Nicholas Donahue  

Chad Forystek  
Aaron Guzman  
Darrin Helget  

Jim Holton  
Kari Kalow  

Scott Kochendorfer  
Tony Padilla  

Greg Skillestad  
Mary Ulrich  

Brady Wolhart  
 

Civil  Process  
Tony David  

Jeanne Willmott  
 

Law Enforcement  
Center Records Staff  
Barbara Rupprecht, 

Lead 
Reneeõ Babcock 
Dianne Johnson 

Sidni Larson  

Questions/Comments  

Contact The Steele 

County Sheriffõs Office 

at 507-444-3800  or 

204 East Pearl  

Owatonna, MN  55060  

 

lon.thiele@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

scott.hanson@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

karen.meier@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

County Website:  

CLICK HERE  

www.co.steele.mn.us  

December 15, 2011 Volume 2, Issue 16 

 

Behind  The  Steele  Star 
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Lon  Thiele,  Sheriff 
Scott Hanson,  Chief Deputy       Karen Meier,  Administrative Asst  

D.  A.  R.  E.    GRADUATION 

November 30th was the big day 

for 75 students of the  New Rich-

land / Heartland / Ellendale / Ge-

neva school district.  It was the 

2011 D. A. R. E.  Graduation at 

the Ellendale Elementary School.  

Pictured at right are the six stu-

dents who were chosen to read 

their course -end report, in which 

they were asked to document 

what knowledge they gained 

from the D.A.R.E. course and 

how they would be able to use 

that in the future.  The graduates 

were treated to pizza after the 

ceremony.  

Front:  Hailey Stenzel and Abrie Braziel  

Back:  Ross Lenort, Graham Kyllo, Tyler  

Jacobson, Alex Buckmeier, and D.A.R.E.  

Instructor, Deputy Tony David  

We Would Like To Extend To 
Everyone A Wish For A 
Very Merry Christmas 

We Hope You Are Able To Spend Time With 
Family And Friends 

 
We ask that you take your driving privledge seriously. 
Keep your attention to the road you are traveling and 

please do not drink and drive.   

We want nothing more than for everyone to arrive at their 
destinations safely. 

Your Steele County Sheriffõs Office 

http://www.co.steele.mn.us/


 

 

òGOOD  TIMES  SERVEDó  

 ARTWORK  BY  

DAKOTA  COUNTY  CORREC-

TIONAL  

DEPUTY  

 JOE  ENGESSER 

 

Special Deputies  
Les Abraham, Coordinator 

507-398-3284 

 

Walt Barfknecht 

Charlie Berg 

Grant Brossard 

Chris Clark 

Matthew DeWees 

Jack Dillemuth 

Gene Fisher 

Jodi Francisco 

Christopher Gannon 

Kate Joenks 

Scott Jorgensen 

Jeff Kirchner 

Mark Kreutter 

Andrew Kubista 

Eugene Linse 

Dave Macht 

Randy Mahlman 

Rich Mueller 
Brandon Noble 

Ryan Pankratz 

Marty Rethemeier 

Sean Robbins 

Jason Roncali 

Paul Schneider 

LeRoy Schroeder 

Mark Schultz 

John Standke 

Thomas Stockwell 

John Sweet 

 

 

Mounted Posse  
Joe Schwering, Captain 

507-528-2423 

 

Ralph Behne 

Brian Berg 

Ed Berryman 

John Bowe 

Maralou Brose 

Jodie Briant 

Michelle Darrah 

Tine Donahue 

John Gerold 
Tim Hager 

Tom Hager 

Mike Haubenschild 

Dan Hedberg 

Darrin Helget 

William Hildebrandt 

Jake Jacobson 

Leon Kamrath 

Mike Keinz 

Mark Lang 

Monte Mowry 

Del Mullenbach 

Joyce Nelson 

Barrie & Dawn Peterson 

Lynn Pettis 

Ethel Quimby 

Gary Ringhofer 

Marilyn Schwering 

Tony Schwering 

Carl Ulrich 

Troy Utpadel 

Jennifer Waldriff 
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ICE  SAFETY 
Remember that these thicknesses are 
merely guidelines for new, clear, solid ice.  
White ice / snow ice is only about one -half 
as strong as new clear ice so these thick-
nesses should be doubled.  
 
Itõs always a good idea to contact a local 
bait shop or resort about ice conditions. 
Itõs also important to do some checking 
yourself once you get there. Factors that 
affect the safety of ice include: tempera-
ture, snow cover and currents.  But a very 
important factor is the actual ice thick-
ness. 
 
Other things to keep in mind when checking ice:  
Ice is seldom the same thickness over a single body of water. It can be two feet thick in one 
area and one inch thick a few yards away due to currents, springs, rotting vegetation or 
schools of rough fish. You need to check the ice at least every 150 feet, especially early in the 
season or any situation where the thickness varies widely.  
 
Vehicles weighing approximately one ton such as cars, pick -ups or SUVõS should be parked 
at least 50 feet away from each other and should be moved every two hours to prevent sink-
ing.  Itõs not a bad idea to make a hole next to the car.  If water starts to overflow the top of 
the hole, the ice is sinking and itõs time to move the vehicle. 
 
Make yourself a set of òIce Pick Clawsó 
If you do break through the ice, try to remain calm.  
- Turn towards the direction you came from - that is proba-
bly the strongest ice.  
-  Dig the points of the picks into the ice and while vigorously  
kicking your feet, pull yourself onto the surface by sliding 
forward on the ice.  
-  Roll away from the area of weak ice. Rolling on the ice will 
distribute your weight to help avoid breaking through again.  
-  Get to shelter, heat, warm dry clothing and warm, non -
alcoholic, and non -caffeinated drinks.  
 

* * *   The source of the above information:   Minnesota Department of Natural Resources   * * * 
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ELLENDALE FIRE 
On December 7th the Steele County Sheriffõs 

Office and the Ellendale Fire Department 

were called to the Mark Misgen residence in 

Ellendale for a fire in the kitchen area.  This 

call took place at approximately 1:53 a.m.  

The fire was extinguished, the house was ven-

tilated and then the residence was turned 

back over to the Misgenõs after the scene was 

deemed safe. 

 

Later that morning at approximately 3:53 a.m. 

the Steele County Sheriffõs Office was contact-

ed relative to a second fire at the Misgen resi-

dence.  This time, because of the severity of the fire, 

Steele County Sheriffõs Deputies, Ellendale Fire and 

Ambulance, Geneva Fire, New Richland Fire and the 

Steele County Red Cross all responded.  Investigator 

Troy Matejcek  is heading up the investigation for our 

office and is being assisted by the office of the State Fire 

Marshall.  


