
Sergeants 
Brian Bennett 

Todd Schwanke 
Bill Youngquist 

 
Investigators 

Troy Matejcek 
Gary Okins 

 
Deputies 

Milo Dahlin 
Chad Forystek 
Aaron Guzman 
Darrin Helget 

Jim Holton 
Tony Padilla 
Lee Robbins 

Greg Skillestad 
Mary Ulrich 

Brady Wolhart 
 

Civil  Process 
Tony David 

Jeanne Willmott 
 

K-9  Unit 
Brian Bennett 

With Partner Chaos 
 

Law Enforcement 
Center Records Staff 
Barbara Rupprecht, 

Lead 
Renee’ Babcock 
Dianne Johnson 

Sidni Larson 
 

Questions/Comments 

Contact The Steele 

County Sheriff’s Office 

at 507-444-3800  or 

204 East Pearl 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

 

lon.thiele@ 

co.steele.mn.us 

 

scott.hanson@ 

co.steele.mn.us 

 

karen.meier@ 

co.steele.mn.us 

 

County Website: 

CLICK HERE 

www.co.steele.mn.us 

Steele  County  Sheriff’s  Office 

Lon  Thiele,  Sheriff 
Scott Hanson,  Chief Deputy       Karen Meier,  Administrative Asst 
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A  GIFT  FROM  HEAVEN  IN  2011   -   FAIR  NOTES 
 

HOW  DID  WE  GET  FROM, “I’M  NOT  GETTING  ON  A  HORSE”  TO   
“SURE  I’LL  RIDE  A  BULL”  IN  A  FEW  SHORT  MONTHS ???                            
That is exactly what Sheriff, Lon Thiele did … and that’s no bull !!  Tuesday night 
at the fair, “Hot Shot” had the right moves, allowing the Sheriff a 3.9 second 
ride.  When speaking to the Sheriff after the big ride, 
I wanted to exemplify the concerned office assistant, 
so I simply offered to give him my upcoming appoint-
ment at my favorite physical therapy office.  I didn’t 
find it necessary to admit I had just spent the last two 
hours researching cranium transplants for him on the 
internet.  Yes, that would be County time and a 
County computer, but I believe the County Commis-
sioners would agree it was resources well utilized.  
Kudos Sheriff, for taking a shot at “Hot Shot”. 
 
NOT  STOLEN,  BUT  SIMPLY  LOST 
A Burnsville woman reported to deputies that her cell phone had been stolen 
from her front pocket.  The deputies asked if she was sure it had been stolen, or 
if she may have just lost it.  She was positive it was stolen.  She also stated that 
she had GPS on the phone, knew the location of the phone and that she had earli-
er went to that address, but did not want to confront the group of individuals at 
that location.  County Deputies then requested Owatonna Officers go with the 
woman and attempt to get her phone back.   During their investigation one of 
the officers dialed the cell phone number to confirm that none of the individuals 
they were questioning had the phone.  Imagine everyone’s surprise when a phone 
rang in the Sheriff’s Shack lost and found drawer.  The phone had not been sto-
len, but instead was dropped from her pocket and turned in several hours earlier 
by a Good Samaritan.  Lost and found articles can now be checked on at the Law 
Enforcement Center -  204 East Pearl Street. 
 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  HOURS  
We want to pass along our appreciation to the members of Posse, Special Depu-
ties, Owatonna Police Dept., Detention Center Staff and our own Sheriff’s Office 
employees that signed up to work the shifts at the fair.  It is often a thankless job 
where they spend many hours on their feet and in the sun.  And even though our 
weather was quite nice this year, when you’re carrying around an extra 30 to 40 
lbs. of body armor and equipment, it ends up being physically draining.   It was 
very rewarding this year to see all entities sitting around a table discussing prob-
lem areas from previous years and coming up with solutions and new ideas.   It is 
always a major concern to keep everyone safe while visiting our fair.   
 
THANK YOU TO TRI-M GRAPHICS / TRINITY NURSERY SCHOOL  
Trinity Nursery School sponsored and Tri-M Graphics print-
ed our child i.d. tags that we had available at the fair office.    
 

 
 
THANK YOU TO CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING for providing a water 
cooler and supplies at the fair office for our employees.  A cold glass 
of water goes a long way on a sunny day at the fair.  
 

“Hot  Shot” 

CH
ILD  I.D.  TAG

S 

http://www.co.steele.mn.us/


 

 

“GOOD  TIMES  SERVED”  

 ARTWORK  BY  

 

DAKOTA  COUNTY   

CORRECTIONAL DEPUTY 

 JOE  ENGESSER 

 
Detention  Center 

507-446-7000 
2500 Alexander St. 

Owatonna,  MN  55060 
Dan.Schember@ 
co.steele.mn.us 

 
 

Administrator 
Dan Schember 

 
 

Assistant  Admin. 
Pam Otto 

 
 

Programs 
Jennifer Pfeifer, Coor. 

Cindy Fowler 
Jessica Meyer 

 
 

Business  Manager 
Debra Lesmeister 

 
 

Sergeants 
Ron Hammann 

Justin Hebel 
Richelle Olson 

Paul Prissel 
Dick Wandrey 

 
 

Corporals 
Anthony Buttera 
Randy Hanson 
Joyce Prusha 

Troy Stockwell 
 
 

Corrections Officers 
Travis Ardolf 
Travis Avelar 
Mark Barrie 
Drew Bartelt 

Nathan Boysen 
Crystal Chappuis 

Steve Clark 
Elisha Degrego 

Chad Fisher 
Kristin Freese 
Steven Gjerald 
Dawn Grunklee 
Matthew Gwin 
Alicyn Hinze 
Luis Irizarry 
Shannon Jes 
Jason Krohn 

Al Kubat 
Adil Lebgue 
Jed Loftus 

Shari Luedtke 
Roderick Rees 
Richard Smith 
Shelley Thom 
Carl Wheeler 

 
 

Nursing 
Joyce Drake 
Leah Kent 

 
Records  Staff 

Nancy Gjerald, Lead 
Erin Edwards 

 
 
 
 

JAIL 

JARGON 
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WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEWEST  CORRECTIONAL  OFFICER 
Nicole Kappes joined the Steele County Detention Center staff on 

July 5, 2011.  She is a graduate of River-

land Community College with an Asso-

ciates Degree in Law Enforcement and 

Corrections.  Nicole also serves as a 

reserve officer for the Northfield Po-

lice Department.  Nicole tells us that 

prior to coming to the detention cen-

ter, she was the manager at the 

Grandstay Residential Suites and Hotel 

SWEARING  IN  CEREMONY 
Picture at left is Sheriff Thiele pinning Alycin 

Hinze’s badge on.  Alycin began working for Steele 

County in April.   

At the same cere-

mony Roderick 

Rees’s wife did the 

honors of pinning 

his badge on for 

him.  He too began 

his career with us 

in April.  Congrat-

ulations to both of 

you. 


