
Sergeants 
Todd Schwanke  
Bill Youngquist  

 
Investigators  

Troy Matejcek  
Gary Okins  

 
Deputies  

Milo Dahlin  
Chad Forystek  
Aaron Guzman  
Darrin Helget  

Jim Holton  
Tony Padilla  
Lee Robbins 

Greg Skillestad  
Mary Ulrich  

Brady Wolhart  
 

Civil  Process  
Tony David  

Jeanne Willmott  
 

K-9  Unit  
Brian Bennett  

With Partner Chaos  
 

Law Enforcement  
Center Records Staff  
Barbara Rupprecht, 

Lead 
Reneeõ Babcock 
Dianne Johnson 

Sidni Larson  
 
 

Questions/Comments  

Contact The Steele 

County Sheriffõs Office 

at 507-444-3800  or 

204 East Pearl  

Owatonna, MN  55060  

 

lon.thiele@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

scott.hanson@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

karen.meier@  

co.steele.mn.us  

 

County Website:  

CLICK HERE  

www.co.steele.mn.us  

Steele  County  Sheriffõs  Office 
 

Lon  Thiele,  Sheriff  
Scott Hanson,  Chief Deputy Sheriff   Karen Meier,  Administrative Assõt. 
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TAKING 

YOU   TO   OUR  

CEREMONIES    

A  MESSAGE  FROM  YOUR  SHERIFF  -  LON  THIELE  
On Monday, January 3, 2011 I was sworn in as your Steele County Sheriff.  The day 
was full of excitement, with family and friends.  It was a day I have worked very 
hard to achieve and will never forget.  The idea of being one of 87 Sheriffs in the 
State of Minnesota is still sinking in.   I want to thank everyone involved in the 
events of the day.  
 
And then on Wednesday, January 5th we had a full staff meeting with all licensed 
personnel, where they too were sworn in by myself.  Although the meeting was 
interrupted by a couple calls, we were able to get a quick photo of the entire 
group, which is featured below.   
 
Although we view òThe Steele Curtainó as a very important communication tool, I 
have many ideas that I am anxious to put into action, so we will have to set our 
priorities for now and will attempt to produce it whenever time allows.  
 
I would also like to pass along my appreciation and give a big òThank Youó to my 
Administrative Assistant, Karen Meier  and Chief Deputy, Scott Hanson .  Without 
their help my job would be 24 hours a day.  
 

I would welcome any comments or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your County Sheriff.  

SWORN IN BY JUDGE BUELTEL  

http://www.co.steele.mn.us/
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Detention  Center  
507-446-7000 

2500 Alexander St. 
Owatonna,  MN  

55060 
Dan.Schember@ 
co.steele.mn.us 

 
 

Administrator  
Dan Schember 

 
Assistant  Admin.  

Pam Otto 
 

Programs  
Jennifer Pfeifer, Coor. 

Cindy Fowler 
Jessica Meyer 

 
Business  Manager 

Debra Lesmeister 
 

Sergeants 
Ron Hammann 

Justin Hebel 
Richelle Olson 
Dan Petersen 
Paul Prissel 

Dick Wandrey 
 

Corporals  
Anthony Buttera 
Randy Hanson 
Joyce Prusha 

Troy Stockwell 
 

Corrections 
Officers  

Travis Ardolf 
Travis Avelar 
Mark Barrie 
Drew Bartelt 

Nathan Boysen 
Crystal Chappuis 

Steve Clark 
Jessica Lynn Lara 

Cortez 
Elisha Degrego 

Chad Fisher 
Kristin Freese 
Steven Gjerald 
Dawn Grunklee 
Matthew Gwin 

Luis Irizarry 
Shannon Jes 
Jason Krohn 

Al Kubat 
Adil Lebgue 
Jed Loftus 

Shari Luedtke 
Amber Reinhart 
Richard Smith 
Shelley Thom 

Tina Tyler 
Carl Wheeler 

 
Nursing  

Joyce Drake 
Leah Kent 

 
Records  Staff  

Nancy Gjerald, Lead 
Beverly Falteysek 

 
 
 
 
 

PARENTS, LORI & VINCE THIELE  

CONGRATS FROM ERIC   

RETHEMEIER,  OWATONNA PD  

WITH WIFE,  

BROOK  

WITH DEPUTIES PADILLA AND FORYSTEK  
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WITH CHIEF DEPUTY, SCOTT HANSON  

WITH  KAREN  MEIER,  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

WITH  BROTHER,  

KEVIN THIELE  

 

Special Deputies  
Les Abraham, Coor. 

507-398-3284 

 

Walt Barfknecht 

Charlie Berg 

Grant Brossard 

Chris Clark 

Matthew DeWees 

Jack Dillemuth 

Gene Fisher 

Jodi Francisco 

Christopher Gannon 

Kate Joenks 

Scott Jorgensen 

Jeff Kirchner 

Mark Kreutter 

Andrew Kubista 

Eugene Linse 

Dave Macht 

Randy Mahlman 

Rich Mueller 
Brandon Noble 

Ryan Pankratz 

Marty Rethemeier 

Sean Robbins 

Jason Roncali 

Paul Schneider 

LeRoy Schroeder 

Mark Schultz 

John Standke 

Thomas Stockwell 

John Sweet 

 

 

Mounted Posse  
Joe Schwering, Captain 

507-528-2423 

 

Ralph Behne 

Brian Berg 

Ed Berryman 

John Bowe 

Maralou Brose 

Jodie Briant 

Michelle Darrah 

Tine Donahue 

John Gerold 
Tim Hager 

Tom Hager 

Mike Haubenschild 

Dan Hedberg 

Darrin Helget 

William Hildebrandt 

Jake Jacobson 

Leon Kamrath 

Mike Keinz 

Mark Lang 

Monte Mowry 

Del Mullenbach 

Joyce Nelson 

Barrie & Dawn Peterson 

Lynn Pettis 

Ethel Quimby 

Gary Ringhofer 

Marilyn Schwering 

Tony Schwering 

Carl Ulrich 

WITH OWATONNA POLICE CHIEF,  

KEITH HILLER  

WITH  PAST SHERIFF, DON GUDMUNDSON,  

AND JAIL ADMIN., DAN SCHEMBER  


