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DETENTION  CENTER  EMPLOYEES  PROMOTED  TO  CORPORALS 
Congratulations to the four new corporals at the Detention Center who will begin 

their new duties in January of 2011.  It was a very competitive process with 14 cor-

rectional officers applying.  The promoted include: 

   

 Corporal Joyce Prusha has been with the Steele County 

Detention Center since 2002.  She became a U.S. citizen in 

1987 after moving to the United States with her family 

from Amsterdam, Holland in 1978.  Joyce and her husband 

live S.E. of Owatonna.  They have three daughters and 

three grandchildren. 

 

                

        Corporal Randy Hanson      

started his career with Steele County in April of 2003. 

Randy is a Field Training Officer, an Intake Specialist, and 

works with the in-house gang information.  Randy spends 

his off time with his family, which includes his wife, two 

daughters and one son.  He has lived in the Faribault area 

all his life. 

 
  Corporal Troy Stockwell is also a 

Field Training Officer.   Troy has become a Trainer for our 

detention center staff, other law enforcement agencies and 

the public, to whom he does presentations on Gangs.  He 

also has an extensive background in scuba diving, he is a 

certified Master Diver, Ice Diver, Dive Master, Teaching 

Assistant and Scuba Lifesaving Accident Management.  

Troy has been with our Detention Center since June of 

2003.  He and his wife of 21 years have two daughters.  He 

has been a lifelong resident of Owatonna/Steele County.  

 

 
 

             Corporal Andy Buttera   

is also from Owatonna.  He has an Associates in Liberal 

Arts degree.  He has been with the Steele County Deten-

tion Center since June of 2007.  Andy and his wife have 

two daughters. 
 

Detective Troy Matejcek continues to assist Toronto authorities in an investiga-

tion of a 44-year-old man, who is in custody in Canada for child pornography 

charges.  He had contacts via emails with multiple young people in Steele County.  

The young people thought they were communicating with a 16-year-old boy.  

http://www.co.steele.mn.us/
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Jail population fell last week as the State of Minnesota pulled some 
of their prisoners from our Detention Center.  The prison is oper-
ating with 400 less inmates than last year.  Thirty-seven people 
were booked into the jail last week, which is a lower number than a 
normal week.  Revenue from outside counties and the State of 
Minnesota was $26,995 for the week.  Transport officers traveled 
930 miles last week on criminal, civil and medical transports. 

WHO  IS  COMING  UP  I-35 
Tim Braaten, who is a 1964 graduate of Owatonna High School and is now the Execu-

tive Director of the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement, spoke to 48 members 

of the Sheriff’s Office, Owatonna Police, Minnesota State Patrol and our SWAT 

Team. The subject was Texas prison gangs.  Chief Braaten is a former police officer, 

sergeant and lieutenant in Detroit and has been a police chief in Wisconsin, Tennes-

see and Texas.  There are 165,000 prisoners in custody in Texas compared to just 

over 9,000 in Minnesota.  He discussed the dangers of traffic stops and contacts with 

members of the Texas prison gangs, who are known to travel I-35 from Texas to Min-

nesota.   

JAIL 

JARGON 

EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  DURING  OUR  RECENT  SNOW  STORM  
While I-35 was not closed during the recent snow storm, there was consideration 

that it might have to be closed.  The County Emergency Manager, Mike Johnson, 

met with law enforcement, county personnel and public works about the possibility.  

County snow plows were pulled off the roadways for a period of time on Saturday, 

December 11th.  Contingency plans were in place for response to an emergency us-

ing county snow plows and sheriff’s vehicles.   There were many cars in the ditches, 

but no serious accidents.  The early rains which turned to ice continue to complicate 

travel in and around Steele County. 

2010  NRHEG  D.A.R.E.  GRADUATION 
At the end of every D.A.R.E. session, one student from each class is chosen to pre-

sent their report at the D.A.R.E. graduation ceremony.  Pictured (l to r) are those 

students:   Caleb Harpel, Betsy Schoenrock and Carma Pederson.  Graduation took 

place on December 1, 2010.  Sheriff-elect, Lon Thiele, Deputy Brian Bennett with his 

K-9 partner Chaos were at the ceremony, along with our D.A.R.E. instructor, Dep-

uty Tony David. 

 


